	
 PROPOSED SUB-TOWN 
-DESIGN ‘SYSTEMS’-

· Thematic Logic for all abstract design systems:
(‘Guiding theme” that applies to all design overlays, in concert  

with the downtown as a whole, 

in Berkshire/interstate context.

                     Intervention

********** [OVERLAYS] **********


	             Abstracted within
------( Scheme 1)------
“Traditional (basic, historically-evolved) New England ‘Milltown’ archetypes”—  reciprocal / complementary--  (expressed in all design systems).


	            Abstracted within
------(Scheme 2)--------
“Realism vs Romantic-Nature”—co-interaction-- (expressed in all design systems). 
	           Abstracted within
-----( Scheme 3)-----
“Town vs River”--  symbiotic Interaction-- (expressed in all design systems).
	             Abstracted within
------( Scheme 4)------
“New-program vs the  historic Old-town”—

 by indeterminate juxtaposition-

(expressed in all design systems).

	· Vehicular System:  

                   Internal Roadway

Provides efficient internal & through-route vehicular access, for local, regional &  interstate user patterns—with decreased disruption. (Directly links to all off & on-street parking and service). ((Shown primary internal only.

Bypass/ connect shown dashed. See below))
	Traditional: Grid (reformed):

N/S 2 way ; E/W mixed 

                    -river)
	Reconfigured-Grid:

One way Main & extended RR St system as “internal bypass.” 

(NS 2 & 1 way option to close for special pedestrian events).


	Supplemented Grid:

(N/S 2 way ; E/W mixed plus west of river  “external  bypass”)


	Intercepted / supplemented Grid :  (N/S 2-way 2/3 vehic). Close S Main (ped-only). Connect  Eaton to west of river new “external bypass”.



	                                        
                     (Traffic Bypass ) 

Required /or optional External regional auto & truck bypass: n/s lanes to be located on the west side of the downtown river. (Study rules out alternate afar bypasses, that would also divert wanted traffic away from all of Lee). Strategy is to limit Main St thru-auto &  truck disruption— yet attract  patrons, and support downtown service. Sign/ policy. 

(Bypass shown dashed).
	NO EXTERNAL BYPASS.

(OPTIONAL FUTURE NIC) 

((ie Retains Lee’s historically valid New England archetypal “Main St thru-town” mode. 

Insures max vehicles--  pos/ neg aspects trade favorably.

Eventual need for bypass   addressed by State. Internal Main St changes for now suffice— invest elsewhere)). 


	NO EXTERNAL BYPASS.

(USES INTERNAL BYPASS). 

RR St is extend north to connect Center St.; South half relocate westward along  river to consolidate usable space).

                   -river)
	EXTERNAL BYPASS

(STRONGLY RECOMMEND)

(May be phased in after    Waterfall Park completed).


	EXTERNAL BYPASS 

(IMMEDIATELY REQUIRED)

New town gateway connects bypass, crossing river via Eaton St. to arrival space.

	Parking 

Long/ short term/spontaneous/ & multiple-stop parking for local, regional, and interstate-patron/ or tourists users. Strategy to free Main St / cbd (for better driving and added pedestrian space) with: 1) ample off-street bulk parking areas (conveniently accessed from internal and bypass roadways) at Eaton Backside, South common side & rear church, library, north/ rr area.  (2) Quick-turnover on-street parking. Signage/ policy. (Meter option needs study). Parking areas double as event adjunct spaces (eg market, carnival, Berkshire-fest). Snow storage. Service. 

(Resd side st:  parking  policies).
	Traditional: “Continuous” (open-evolved type) parking—for strongest vehicle-oriented convenience— fits current users’ expectations. e.g. multiple quick stops “in-about town daily; ease in winter.

(See n/s forces—alignment with Lee’s primary streets, parallel river/ cross rr tracks. 


	“Parking Corridors” (‘realism’)--

feeds from spine or loop roads. (interlock w realist pedestrian fingers). Integral with Main/ RR internal bypass system.
	“Parking Courtyards” (roadway parking quadrants – geometry are of ‘built town’) access / orientation to particular buildings or open areas-- (in counterpoint river geometry). Integral w external bypass. Town loci sense river
	Centralized (large scale, ‘new’) parking frees up maximum net pedestrian areas for downtown whole.

Bulk Parking feed from bypass is integral

Integral with external bypass

	· Pedestrian (Hard) System: 

---------------------Walks / paths 

Comfortable, safe ped access

engages & interconnects Lees six town sub-areas—for various sequential patterns between  new parking/ outdoor spaces/ buildings— in two geo-systems:  

1) n/s & e/w along grid-axi; 

2) countering recreational free-  

 radial overlay path (eg riverpark,

 internal commons, gardens).

--------------------Node-expanses

Facilitate uses (introv & extrov site oriented) associated with:  

buildings, recreational space, 

landmark view  foci, crossing/ intersections. Re Commercial eg tourism/ civic/ church/ resident, &recreation programs.

(Hierarchical- thematics vary).

(See area-parti for context  notes)       
	Traditional/ simple (selective widened) sidewalks, paths; diversity of  basic hard spaces (size, function determined rectlin or residual form expanses phased.
Contextually: Fits traditional built typology of towns in the regional built/ altered  quilt mosaic—upon the biomorphic landscape base. 
	Pedestrian Fingers (‘realism’).

Undulating ribbon-oval paths (‘romantic’.) 

Contextually: Ovals & free paths recall the romantic sojourn around Berkshire ponds & meadows, or through woodland hills); vs the synergistic  interlocking knit of regional dichotomies.


	Axial Promenades & Vista Courtyards connect ‘town & river’” (overt expressed). Courts =modular grid-aligned: (‘of town’– link/ focus to river). 

Contextually: trapz form relates to regions forced vista experiences—in unique energy-connective neo-for of traditional mill/grid. The axii  relate to rural  lines of of river, rows, drainage, energy lines.

(bring in wall motif) 
	Grand Bosque-allee system

at hyper scale for tourism program vs the old narrow;

promenade event =space

walk-as –place.

Contextually- strong arc/tangent is unique to Berkshires while stylize sense of open projections, ped st life—“festive stirring of Berkshire forces” to befit new tourist perspective agenda.

	· Green OpenSpace System

Continuous coherent, attractive, useful public recreational open space throughout downtown—  sustainable & connective with Lees natural resources & the regional open space system.

Includes reciprocal North & Southend commons; Main St frontage link & yards; Library-Green (mid-common & reading/ event/ historic-learning  gardens); Lee Riverpark, & outer edge meadow/ succession woodland; orchard & optional. * Proposed forms correlate w grid or counter free thematic forms). 

Contextual note: Downtown thematic green spaces “to have an affinitous but  special (varies per proposal)  implied relation to an interpreted Berkshire regional space pattern for an overall narrative. Fields/walls. Arch vernaculars; alee space
	Traditional: vocabulary of the

square towngreen (of diverse-subspaces), restored grid yards & st lineage; peripheral succession fields & woodland min maintained; (Riverpark’s ‘prospecting of wilderness, at bay’; community agriculture option phased encouraged).

Contextual: repeats regional diverse archetypes: rectalineal old towns & larger scale agric field, rows, allees; Irregular form/ mix size successional nature. 


	Green space signifies the Romantic  (vs the realist hard grid space town]. Specifically includes Oval Greens as (romantic ‘beautiful’) and the edges of  ‘virgin’ nature (as romantic ‘sublime’). ((This oval form derives from the original south carriage-park gateway)).

Contextual: Oval recalls Berk-shire ponds, natural eddies/ deposits, meadow stages—or era parks. Transcendental places: romantic yester-dreams of mind
	Trapezoidal vista greens are “of town” civic— with false perspective to/from  river); (Biomorphic green hydro- sculpted to wild space along river: maint layered meadow/ woodland—lateral & longitud. story.

Hydro-geo-ecol energy-patterns and connective urban history
	Rounded Green & bold parti :

(= The New)

Yards / basic street green  & peripheral landscape  

(=“The historic old”.

Bold new (pure forms)

Bold pure arc forms, are intermediary scale between larger  irregular regional, and intimate old geometry

	· Buildings Systems 

     (added bldgs shown only) 

((Proposed infill buildings /uses –strategically added or renovated, compatible or counterpoint to Lee’s existing architectures thematically targets Northend parcels, Ctr Main St, & Eaton RR Backside. (Program Vary % tourism): 

* Residential (mix incm, cluster)     

* Commercial (retail & office); 

* Civic (Library expansion, Lee     

            Museum// Tourist-retail  

            Community/ Senior Ctr,  

            Gazebo restoration)       

 * (See Outer-town options, nic)
	Traditional: serial, evolved-type open integrated mixed uses. (Phase long term pyramid-zoned).


	Romantic & Realist building type & uses are dichotomized.

(Interlocking dualism). 
	Buildings express town geometry and use, while relate to river eg views, orientation, hist, motif) .. roof top or use-connection).


	The New tourism program:  Larger scale, signature buildings supportive.



	· Landform System
Proposed landform specifically   expresses and enforces the unique spaces & symbolism of each proposals guiding theme while essentially articulates Lees inherent morphology as a  six- area “terraced-hill in the Berkshires; Sustainable/ hyd.   

Contextual Note: 3  conceptually operative scales of existing landform are respected as essential cues informing any proposal’s intervention:  

 a) The Berkshire/ Lee regional  

scale landform as contextual character;   b) the downtown scale river-terraced-hill system as historic determinate of built;

 c) the idiosyncratic subarea landform as “landmark-loci moments of complexity”).               
	Traditional : “restored ‘cut/ fill ‘landform technique-aesthetic, expresses practical function-derived workmanship (eg terraces, berms) ethos. 

Smaller scale articulation enforces existing and re-discovered intimacies of use.

Contextual: downtown as microcosm/ distinct exemplar of regional landform systems.
	Sense of “Earthen base & enclosure  enforces spatial thematics: the dichotomy of realism (rectilinear interlocking functional terracing/ walks) vs romanticism (undulating paths & sacred formed oval).

Contextual:  contoured ovals recall Berkshire hills/ drumlins; Paths = eskers, ravines.
	River “hill-terraced” built town hyperbolically & subtly  implied throughout scales.  (Landform integral to the river-town narrative—landform as natural geology vs synergistic intervention).  

Contextual:  the relational force of river landform to relations or region sensed.
	New bold scale landform vs old terraced grid definition.

Landform as event.

(Option to include glacial –type instances recalled/ iconicized).

Contextual: Stylized geology

of regional landform systems

	Great Tree System

Coherent system of great trees thematically and materially enforce both the green & hard space systems of proposals— within the mixed forested setting.   

(Great trees are primary unifier / and scale makers. See species).

(Entails microclimate strategy).

Maintain ( in varied degrees of proposals) the existing other street, yard, and commons trees—  successional woodland species internal & peripheral downtown & connected ways.

Contextually:  Proposed downtown thematic tree-system to have an affinitous but special  (varies per proposal) implied relation to their “’interpreted’ existing Berkshire regional forest type pattern—for an overall ‘tree’ narrative. 

Note: Regions trees & forests follow natural irreg,, or built  rectalin/residual forms.


	Traditional: simple strong street allees, & “evolved-like bosque-clusters & clearings”; Special single trees added/ & existing “old trees” celebrated as referential or historic  markers (eg x-mass conifers), gardenesque foci, indiv plots, & foundationals ((in diverse species)). Min maintenance.

Contextual “interpretation”]: Berkshires is traditional mixed use forest & clearings, rural allees  & agric wall tree rows, successional species patterns and special single trees—(so lee is microcosm). 
	Tree-system geometry follows either the biomorphic-formed romantic green, or rectilinear formed realist hard-space:  

(trees act as unifier for the duality of romantic & realist space theme-types, while two species strengthen difference. 

[Contextual “interpretation”]:  Berkshires is “Sublime wilderness “romantic virgin” ;

Emergent w Realism of agricult, road, towns; Orchard and rural road  & stonewalled allees grid versions of the romantic).
	Tree-system’s unified rectalin-trapezopidal & axial geometry, overlays both hard & soft spaces—  expressing a cohesive binding force for town / river interaction. [Interp context:  plants’ biomorphics read as geo-hydro sources that inwardly energize river or out-dissipate town kinetics.

[Contextual “interpretation”]:

 Forests signify water systems—tree line patterns  trace the Housatonic  (eco-geologic) and human histories. 


	New Grand allee (larger-scale, arc-tan form close oc— vs the old (street allees, residual & renegade stand- trees, irregular species, scale rectalineal grid trees. Option for one or two species of the grat tree spine; great conifer “echo” of forms outer edges.

[Contextual “interpretation”]: Berkshires as deep new England  forest—of which Lee is renewed  primordial clearing]. 



	· Spatial-AREA Parti System 

Proposed Thematic interventions strengthen, articulate, & re-engage in different ways the downtown’s pre-existing “‘GRID’ with ‘SIX Space-use AREAS’”:

Central Axis: rectalineal corridor   

                 and double nodes  

              (Main St, N/ S ends) =      

               dominant Triaxial form) 

Flanks: (West): open plane 

            (Eaton backside area 

             with RR st sub-corridor)  

            (East): grid-yard res hill 

(Edge:) biomorph corridor (river 

           channel / land system)

Contextually:  Proposed downtown thematic spatial AREAS to have an affinitous but special  (varies per proposal) implied relation to an interpreted Berkshire regional spatial-areas  type pattern, for overall narrative. See region-concept.

Vehicular/pik/ rts 2, 7 engage  qualitative spatial constrict/ release scenario.
	Traditional—Directly enforces Lee’s off-grid spatial framework, with revival-enrichment of existing “historically evolved coarse-nested hierarchy pattern of (many diverse form, size, edge-defined) sub-spaces”.

Industrial tool metaphor.

(Secondary metaphor New England ”quilt”) 

Contextually:  This downtown space-pattern (as a whole) is 

interrupted as within region of similar archtypal geometries: ie towns w similar geo/scale; region whole similar geo /in larger scale (agric, roads or natural geo/ botanic patterns) 
	Double-Overlay:

Radial “Undulating & Oval Necklace” of green open space (as the ‘romantic’ recreational)--  moves through,  and spatially saturates within the ‘realist’ grid (infrastructure-framed) space.

Romantic necklace metaphor

(Secondary metaphor: Summertime-Dream paddle)

Contextually:  This downtown 

space-pattern (as a whole) is interpreted as being set within the Berkshires-as-dualistic region (of “’Romantic natural sublime wilderness’ & ‘realist –historic  settlements’”).
	Axial-Overlay

Lateral & longitudinal (axi)

spatial connections of the downtown to/ from the river— a synergizing recurrent spatial syntax—

Plug in energy river metaphor

Secondary metaphor: river mill turbine

Contextually:  This downtown  space-pattern (as a whole) is

interpreted as within “the symbiotic  historical-ecological (built & natural) symbiotic New England multi-space regional context].


	Indeterminate Juxtaposition—exaggerates  the two realms of space:  as the new-programmed (arc tangent, bold scale, dynamic)  vs the old-historic  (intimate, rectilineal) 

Festive Pinwheel  or balloon metaphor; Secondary metaphor:” clock “presence”

Contextually:  This downtown space-pattern (as a whole) interpreted as A vibrant clearing in climactic center of deep Berkshires as within; in a grand diverse-space extra-regional context]. Indeterminate

	· Regional Scale Thematic Space/ Prog Conception 

Lee as semantic point in a regional spatial/ landuse narrative.

Metaphoric translation:

See existing landuses. (
	Lee protected as “authentic working (non-tourist) Milltown: as part of Berkshire diverse quilt mosaic of connected towns/cites, natural resources 

       [The Berkshire Region]
	Lee as “emergent presence of romanticism within realism”.

Moderate Tourist town

          [The Berkshire Region]
	Lee as energetic node—symbiotic with river )(high tourist town)

        [The Berkshire Region]
	Lee as festive clearing in the deep Berkshires. A new heart.: Full tourist town 

      [The Berkshire Region]


	Logical form transference from  downtown to Berkshire region:
Geo/order relations between regional and downtown scales.

Thematic Parti

Spatial Conception of landscape implied & engaged.

subtown, town and region.

Scale increments

 extra-region region, town, subtown, intimacies

town to Berkshire relation: 
	Traditional rough-grained broken-net hierarchical

change from intimate to regional scale.

Rectilineal moderate size-range of parti consistent with existing

Downtown: Consistent existing and proposed rectilineal form & size.

Region and downtown have consistent geometry (rectilineal grid or nature), polemic size contrast

* Quilt-parti smaller-moderate scale—
	Imagined: Romanticism and realism dualism  is a constant theme  from intimate to “infinity” 

through fine grain hierarchical all scales. 

parallel scales dramatize two vocabularies (romantic vs realist) in infinite , transcendable continuum.

?? parallel scales dramatize the romantic & realist vocabularies in infinite (and transcendable) continuum.
	Fine grain (continuum) hierarchical 

double posit scale interlock

Parallel town scales in (of both the river & town(s) interacting—from local downtown to historically tapped regional-river.

downtown 

from subatomic to global. 

Local scale town tapping regional scale river.

tapping regional occur from regional worlds interacting) – 

to tap grand region hist/ spatial context 

River is ubiquitous meaning through scales/ town as symbiotic

Receptor-metaphor 
	Episodic indeterminate .

scale jumps old/n

old scale, mediating hyper scale of new infrastructure,

to grand region.

From grand to intimate

dichotomy of bold new vs old; acts as intermediate to

larger

3- scale jump

Juxtapose the local and 

hyperbolized scale town-  in grand region 

* Pin wheel parti  (the new-Program) is intermediate scale between smaller scale “old” grid town, and the larger scale Berkshire region. Scale juxtaposed, sensed episodically.

	Landuse
	
	
	
	Proportion of tourists commercial and recreational 


	·  Thematic Spatial Abstract

(Continue to  other pages for thematic images)
	Many small places for downtown—and repeats as the region itself (interpreted). 
	Divide & Unite
	Return to river 
	New Grand Idea  (reTourism)  juxtapose /through the Old Historic town.
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